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What did the Turks think about the 
Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah 


Tt is not that much important how we visualise our leaders, but it 
is important that how foreigners imagine and think about them. As a 
general rule, one who lives in a country can not criticize against the 
founder or leader of his or her own country even though he or she might 
not like the leader. Because the conditions of the country in which he or 
she lives may not permit the people to criticize the leader even in a slight 
voice. Then it is a natural fact that a foreigner living out of the circle in 
which the founder or leader is visualised as a halfidolised and non- 
touchable creature, can reach the must realistic results than those living 
in the circle, since there is no social and political pressure on the 
forcigner. In this respect the thoughts of others may be a guiding light for 
us to know our leaders and make relieve the thoughts hidden in our inner 
world. 


For a long time that I have been thinking about writing 
something on the subject of “What did the Turks think about 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan ?” or “What is the image 
of him in their minds?” for some reasons it could not be realized till now. 
1 learned that this year would be celebrated as “ the year of Quaid-e- 
Azam” when I read the editorial of Prof. Dr. Ghulam Hussain Zulfigar, 
the director of “Iqbal” quarterly Journal of the Bazm-i-Iqbal. By taking 
advantage of this opportunity, I decided to write about the subject. 


{ 


What is a celebration? Some kind of a rememberance? A 
recalling to mind? Or a short shock to the brain of a man to wake it up in 
order to make it possible for the brain to bring back the scattered 
information. When one wishes to remember someone who has a great 
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role in the cultural, political and literary life of ours, generally any 
important day of his or her life is celebrated. And some articles are 
written and lectures are given. When I planned to write about the subject, 
I realized that I had to give a heavy shock to our, I mean, to the Turks’ 
mind to remember Quaid-e-Azam! Muhammad Ali Jinnah and I had to go 
back in the search of Muhammad Ali Hinnah’s clues in Turkey; since I 
have not seen 2 single book or any research material about him in the last 
two decades. In that pursuit I reached back to dnother celebration, the 
seminar celebrating the 100° Year of Quaid-e-Azam’s Birth held in 
Turkey, and the book published soon after that seminar consisting of the 
lectures which were read there. Now that the lectures in the bock are 
sood samples, | am going to deal with them as I try to express what the 
Turks thought of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, of his 


importance, his personality and work, 


In the preface of the book named “Kaid-i Azam M. Ali 
Cinnah’in 100. Dogum Yildonumune Armagan” (Homage to, Quaid-e- 
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah’ for the Centenary of his Birth), Rufki 
_ Danisman, the minister of Culture writes: 


“The Turkish Ministry of Culture has decided to pay tribute to 
the memory of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder and. 
the first President of Pakistan, the centenary of whose birth is being 
celebrated all over the world, by bringing out a special publication of 
homage, as the token of warm and sincere admiration felt by the Turkish 
nation for the great leader. I believe, the book which Is entitled “Homage 
to Quaid-c-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah for the Centénary of his Birth” 
comprises three sections which bring together a number of papers by 
celebrated Turkish scholars on the great leader and selections from 
Jinnah’s own work will contribute to a better understanding of the two 
nations, and the appreciation of the great leader Muhanimad Ali Jinnah, 





by throwing light on his life, personality and works.” 


In the same bock there is the message of Fahri S. Koruturk, the 
president of the Republic of Turkey. The message is as stated below: 
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“We recognize and appreciate Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah the big leader of our brothers’ country, Pakistan, as a chief 
country makers in the present century who created an independent 
nation, 


As I recollecting with respect the great man who lives in the 
hearts of millions of people of the Sub-continent and whose monument 
is taken as an exarnple by the countries struggling for their independence, 
3 to the 





on the Centenary of his Birth, i want to express my good wishe 


brother nation of Pakistan that has developed on the way showed by hira 
and become a strong country respected and of which friendship is 
desire ad. a2 


A celebration of a leader af another country is very rare, perhaps 
non-existent occasion could be seen in Turkey, especially held by the 
Government and congratulated by the telegraphs sent by the very high 
rank politicians. The warm massages of the president, the minister of 
culture and the others reveal the type of viewpoint of the Turks about 
Quaid-c-Azam. Below we will try to give some aspects of Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah from the viewpoint of the Turks: 


FATHER OF THE NATION 


Creator of a nation is also like the father of the nation which he 
created. In this connection the Turks has a good sample of their, Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk (the father of the Turks) the creator of their own nation 
and country. So while they tried to visualise Jinnah they looked for 
similarities between those two great leaders. Prof. Dr. Haluk Alp, the 
Rector of Istanbul University of that time says: 


. Because, the Turkish nation is aware of the fact that the 
nation of Pakistan owes the same things to Quaid-e Azam, which 
the Turkish nation owes to Mustafa Kemal Ataturk.” 


That shows the Turks perceive Quaid-e Azam for Pakistan hike 
Ataturk for Terkey. A step forward, they think that after creating, i.e. 
| 
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making up a nation and a country from nothing, the maker being the 
father has to prepare necessary conditions which the newborn nation may 
be in need of in coming days in order to survive. And they find this 
characteristic feature of the makers of nation in Jinnah also. Prof, 
Dr.Abdulkadir Karahan writes about Quaid: 


| 
i 
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“The official life of Muhammad Ali Jinnah (25 December 1576- 
11 September 1948),a foremost ranking and far secing politician, 
a dynamic and un-fatigable national leader and an illustrious and 
confident personality of our age, occupied forty-two years from 
1906 to 1948. He was a gifted and successful Quaid-e Azam 
(Great Leader), who of an extremely complex and rather 
backward community created an esteemed nation with a bright 
future.* 


Quaid-e Azam was not only a rare statesman and politician but 
he also fulfilled the duties of a father, as much as a leader in providing 
realistic solutions to the problems Pakistan faced as a newborn nation in 
many fields, especially in the Islamic social order, education, national 
language and similar topics and in finding means to mect the material 
and spiritual needs of this newborn nation. Pakistan which was heading 
towards glory did not even have pre-arranged capital. The treasury was 
almost empty. The armed forces were not organized. Education and 
learning, because of scanty resources were far off the desired mark. The 
capitals of provinces offered endless problems... What’s more, the health 


was also in a bad condition. He was very tired and very oid. In spite of 


all these, he felt it to be his pleasure and duty to spend his last year in the 


service of his nation and idcal...”° 
CHARACTER OF QUAID 


‘Some featurcs of Jinnah’s character also left a great impact on 
“the Turks. For example, his unfailing power of spirit. “Failure is a word 
‘unknown to me “as Quaid-e Azam says in one of his speeches, he had 
never acecpted failure like many of ordinary people accepted. Pakistan 
even was an impossible mission in the beginning, he tried very hard and 
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succeeded in reaching to the target even though he was very ill and tired | 
and also in these conditions getting the dream of Pakistan was as a 
poison to his health. L. P. Lawrance wrote: 


“Gandhi died by the hand of an assassin, Jinnah, of his affection 
for Pakistan.” 








So it is natural that he should have an impact on the Turks of 
some type. As he shows his admiration to Jinnah, Rifki Danisman writes: 


“Jinnah, even while he went to England because of the illness of 
his wife and some other reasons and also he was acting as an 
‘advocate, he had never forgotten his idcal and had thought about 
the future of the Indian-Muslims of whom becoming a stabilized 
community in spirit was his desire by heart. He remained as a 
man giving importance to moral and spiritual matters, tolerant 
and humanitarian, on retuming to India that becarne true by 
“request of the Indian Muslims, specially of Liakat Ali Khan; on 
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his being selected to the legislature, on his chairmanship of the 
Lahore session of the League and having passed the Historical 
Lahore Resolution in that session. He did not change himself 
even the tithe of “Quaid-e Azam = Great Leader” was given to 
him first time. He succecded to count himself as a poor slave of 
Allah and as a Muslim whose duty was to set up Pakistan with 
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the grace and mercy of Allah. Eventually, he even succeeded in 
having the negotiations started which ended with the creation of 
Pakistan, he, with his same strong character, in spite of his weak 
body, perceived it as his own duty that he should step forward in 
true way straightly without deviating from the methods of right, 
justice and democracy. 





| In spite of the fact that he was the first governor general, the first 
president and the first chairman of the founding assembly, he remained 
: as a simple citizen in ordinary people even in the days of his illncss and 
: he saw as a pleasure for himself to live having thought the tomorrow of 


his country and working for them till he closed his eyes” 
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Prof. Dr. Ali Nihad Tarlan has an epic lock towards Jinnah’s 
character. In his article “Muhammed Ali Cinnah ve Ikbal” he wrote: 


“Almighty God had equipped Muhammad Ali Jianah with 
effective weapons and entrusted to him with saving a nation of a 
hundred million from slavery. He did his duty with success. His 
politic life and his knowledge of law, his job, gave him a very 
high rank of position in the political area. Above ail, he was a 
talented orator. Only just in 1900’s, he was accepted as a big 
politician of his period. The most important side was that he was 


the symbol of people’s ideal...”” 
[OBAL AS THE REMINDER OF JINNAH 


Before the Turks knew Jinnah they met with Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal and before they respected Jinnah, they respected Iqbal. And 
Iqbal’s reference was enough for a person to be respected. One can say 
that Quaid-e Azam has a separate and respectable place of his own. This 
is truc but the friendship of Jinnah with Iqbal had strengthened and made 
clear the position of Quaid in the Turks’ mind. Jt may be seen in the 
words of Prof. Dr. Abdulkadir Karahan: 


“The acquaintance and friendship between Jinnah and fqbal, as 
we know, begins with “the Second Round Table Conference” which took 
place in London towards the end of 1931. Iqbal had been invited to the 
conference as one of the delegates of the Indian Muslim Delegation, 
Jinnah was there also. Thus it was a big pleasure for these two men of 
country and hope, two patriots with vision, one of them a poet and the 
other a genius politician, giving hand in hand and discussing a lot of time 
to found Pakistan. And in achieving this purpose they did not hesitate in 


jee : g 
sacrificing their own peace and comfort.” 


On the same subject Prof. Dr. Ali Nihad Tarlan writes: 


“But Jinnah was not alone in that struggle of freedom. He was in 
need of a person who should get the nation in a deep slecp and 
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suffering pain of slavery with the trust in God awake and show 
to them their real right and power. Almighty God had given 
these virtues to Iqbal. He was a great thinker in the first place 
and a great poet in the second. Jinnah had researched the own 
history and philosophy deeply and in this way he achieved a 
wide culture. But the real greatness was in the soul of Iqbal. A 
such great soul that it was a storm against the disaster which his 
nation to be subjected to, a human ‘being rising like a flood and 
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specially a real Muslim soul, a power and a rebellion entirely. 
Ja the words of Dr. Kemal Melek: 


“Jinnah was the founder of Pakistan legally and politically and 
Muhanunad Iqbal came out as the founder of Pakistan 


philosophically and emotionally in 1930°s”"° 


And Altaf Ahmad Shaikh, the Ambassador of Pakistan in those 
days at Ankara, as he tries to give a sense of importance of Jinnah and 
clear the position of him for the Turks, makes use of the friendship 
between Jinnah and Iqbal as follows: 


“The achievement of Pakistan is a great tribute to the 
farsightedness of Allama Iqbal and the unfailing statesmanship 
of Quaid-e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Both were motivate 

by the same patriotic spirit. The towering personalities of Allama 
Mohammad Iqbal and Quaid-e Azar Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
played the most significant roles in shaping the destinies of 
Muslims in South Asia. In fact in the context of Pakistan today, 
Iqbal and Jinnah are synonymous; they are two sides of the same 


coin.!! 


The love and regard between the poet and philosopher Iqbal and 
the statesman Muhammad Ali Jinnah is clear from the following two 
incidents. In a message delivered on. the occasion of the celebration’ of 
Iqbal Day at Lahore in 1940, referring to Iqbal, the Quaid said, “He stood 
for courage and action, perseverance and self-relianee and above all faith 





in God and devotion to Islam with his firm conviction and faith in the 
ideal of Islam, he was one of the few who originally thought over the 
feasibility of carving out of India such an Islamic State in the North-West 
and North-East Zones which are historical homelands of Muslims.” 


Earlier from.his death-bed Iqbal wrote a letter to a friend stating 
“My time is up. Instead of praying for me, you should pray for the lives 
of Mr. Jinnah and Ataturk...”! 


So, it would become obvious that Iqbal was a very good 
reference to Quaid-e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah for the Turks. 


WHO IS QUAID? 


Now some other points will be submitted about Quaid presented 
in the above mentioned book in order to show how they thought about 
Quaid: 


Dr. Kemal Melek writes: 


“There have been a lot of politicians in the World History. But 
the number of politicians who founded a country and had his name 
written in the history with the golden letters is very limited. Jinnah has an 
exceptional personality of his own in history. Only Jinnah’s capacity and 
personality was that which could found Pakistan, It was impossible for 
another politician’s expected efforts who could be in place of Jinnah to 
create that country.”"? 
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Rifki Danisman, the Minister of Culture of those days says: 


“Man occupies a place in the history of nations in comparison 
with his own services and successes. Jinnah is a leader who found a 
country non-existing before himself, its first president and a man 
preparing the strong plans concerning the future. As the people who 
know him, the researchers of his life and especially the compatriots who 
gave him the title of “Quaid-e Azam=Great Leader” say all together that 
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cunammad Ali Jinnah is a great muslim who is a real symbol of 
racteristic health, a patriot who loves moral values by heart arid 
avistance. And he, with his will-power like iron, is one of the greatest 
.£uslims to be recommended to remember and follow his way for all the 


of truth and humanism, and for the enemies of anarchy 
old 








After secing the above paragraphs, we think there is no need for 
“uv: Cetaiied information about Quaid-i Azam’s image in Turkey. The 
oes i weal shows us ne Turks think e Jinnah as a sai of 








him. He created Pakistan from non-existence, laid “the 
ion of Pakistan on a strong basis and fought for its bright future. 
snort He was Atatruk of Pakistan. 





Now I want to come back to the phrase which was written in the 
neg. nning that “ When I planned te write about the subject, I realized that 
_ nad to give a heavy sheck to our, I mean, to Turks’ mind to remember 

im and I had to go back in the search of Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s clucs 
Turkey,” Why was this phrase written? After that conference we could 

zt sec a big effort in recognizing Jinnah in Turkey. And this makes it 
sapossible for the new Turkish youth to know him as they should. I 
zion’t want to dwell on the reasons. But it is a certain fact that there is not 
anough attempt for preaching the two sides’ leaders, Ataturk and Jinnah. 
~ ocay it does not become an annoying fact because the memories of our 
srs don’t let us forget those great men and the friendship of the two 
uries. But the coming gencrations in near future will not have the 
2 chance of knowing cach other as before. I think, something has to 


















 s: Cane now, net tomorrow. 
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